
The Electrical Equipment (Safety) Regulations 2016 are enforced by the Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE). For rental properties another useful source for regulations is the Housing Act 
2004. 

Failure to comply with this legislation can result in imprisonment and/or fines of up to £5,000—
as well as potential civil damages.

Landlords 
If you let a property in England and Wales, you must ensure that all electrical equipment and wiring is safe. 

���� Periodic inspection of fixed wiring by an electrician is advised (every 3-5 years is recommended), although not a 
statutory annual requirement as it is with gas. 

���� You must ensure that all electrical appliances are safe. 

���� You should also ensure that tenants are given copies of operating and safety instructions for ALL equipment in the 
premises.  

���� Should there be in a fire in your property, your insurance may be invalidated in appliances have not been tested. 

Hire Companies 

���� You should also ensure that hirers are given copies of operating and safety 
instructions for any equipment provided.  

���� If you hire out electrical equipment in England and Wales, you must ensure 
that it is safe to use. The only way to ensure this is through visual inspection 
and PAT testing. 

What is PAT Testing and how does it help? 

���� ‘PAT ‘stands for Portable Appliance Testing. 

���� Requires a visual inspection and simple test to ensure any appliance in your property is safe is the only effective 
way of reducing the risk of electric shock or fire, the consequences of which can be devastating. 

���� The only way of effectively ensuring an appliance is safe. 

���� Must be carried out on ALL appliances, including cookers, washing machines and fridges; not just the ones we think 
of as ‘portable’, like kettles and toasters. 

Do I have to get an electrician to do this? 

The simple answer is No! 

The HSE states that the person carrying out the testing must be a ‘competent person who has 
received instruction’. 

It is not practical to get an electrician in every time you hire out a piece of equipment or rent 
out a property. However, it is important that the tests are carried out. 

With a simple PASS/FAIL PAT tester and training, you can save money by carrying out PAT 
testing yourself. 
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When should I PAT Test? 
Landlords Hire Shops 

���� The Landlordzone website recommends annual 
visual inspection of all appliances, recording this on 
a safety checklist. 

���� PAT Testing is recommended on tenant 
changeovers, and more regularly depending on the 
type of appliance.  

���� Please see First Stop Safety’s ‘Quick Guide to PAT 
Testing’, available free on our website, or the 
HSE’s guidelines for more information at 
www.hse.gov.uk/. 

���� The HSE recommends formal visual inspection of 
all appliances, on issue and return, recording this 
on the equipment’s record. 

���� The HSE also recommends PAT Testing before 
each time an appliance is issued. 

���� Please see First Stop Safety’s ‘Quick Guide to 
PAT Testing’, available free on our website, or 
the HSE’s guidelines and website for more 
information at www.hse.gov.uk.

What else should I do? 
���� Make sure any appliances for hire are supplied complete and in working order – keep purchase and service 

receipts. 

���� Ensure that flexes are in good order and securely attached. 

���� Ensure that plugs (where appropriate) are of an approved type and have insulated live and neutral pins. 

���� Ensure that any plugs conform to BS1363 or BS1363/A for heavy duty use. 
���� Make sure that fuses are of the correct type and rating (keep a note of fuse ratings on the equipment record).

Landlords: Hire Shops:

���� Make sure that tenants know the location of and 
have access to the main consumer unit, fuse 
board and isolator switch. 

���� Make sure that users have the appropriate 
safety and operating instructions for each piece 
of equipment. 

���� Using a battery-operated PAT tester could 
allow you to test the equipment in front of the 
customer at the time of issue, for added peace 
of mind. 

Landlords - What about microwave ovens? Hire Companies - Can I hire out PAT testers?

As well as PAT Testing, microwaves should be checked for 
microwave leakage annually. Simple to use leakage 
detectors and a free information sheet are available on our 
website.

Absolutely! A hire shop could easily cover the cost of 
their own PAT Testing through hiring out PAT testing 
equipment. 
For bulk purchases, please contact our staff to discuss 
possible discounts. 

How do I learn how to PAT test? 
Visit First Stop Safety’s website at https://www.firststopsafety.co.uk/ for a range of PAT Training options. We are happy to 
arrange private training courses for companies. 

For more information call our team on 01904 791050
E-mail: sales@firststopsafety.co.uk
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